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FUNDAMENTALS OF SURVEY 
METHODOLOGY (ONLINE) 
(Z127)
Graduate Certificate Program
College: Behavioral and Social Sciences

ABSTRACT
The Post Baccalaureate (Graduate) Certificate in Survey Methodology is 
designed for the working professional whose education omitted courses 
in the field of survey statistics and methodology. Both domestic U.S. and 
international students are welcome to apply.  The program is a short but 
comprehensive treatment of the field at the intermediate level. Courses 
cover all of the key areas of survey methodology, from the beginning of 
the design to the completion of the estimation phase. The program is 
taught at the graduate level but is significantly less intensive than the 
onsite M.S. program in survey methodology offered by JPSM.

The program provides advanced training in areas needed to 
professionally design and execute surveys of households, business 
establishments, institutions, and other populations. Students will 
learn the construction of questionnaires that reliably measure desired 
concepts, use of computer assistance in data collection, how different 
modes of data collection can be used to improve survey data, cognitive 
psychological applications to survey measurement, and methods of non-
sampling error reduction. Students will also learn how to analyze survey 
data properly reflecting the complex survey design features.

CONTACT
Website: http://www.jpsm.umd.edu (https://www.provost.umd.edu/
calendar/)
 
Courses: SURV (https://umd-curr.courseleaf.com/graduate/courses/
surv/)

Relationships: Survey Methodology (SURV) (https://umd-
curr.courseleaf.com/graduate/programs/survey-methodology-
surv/)    Survey Statistics (Z010) 

ADMISSIONS
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

• Statement of Purpose
• Transcript(s)
• TOEFL/IELTS/PTE (international graduate students (https://

gradschool.umd.edu/admissions/english-language-proficiency-
requirements/))

PROGRAM-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
• CV/Resume (optional)
• Description of Research/Work Experience (optional)

*Visa Eligibility: This program is not eligible for I-20 or DS-2019 issuance 
by the University of Maryland.

Type of Applicant Fall Deadline Spring Deadline Summer Deadline
Domestic 
Applicants
US Citizens 
and Permanent 
Residents

August 15, 2025 January 10, 2025

International 
Applicants
F (student) or 
J (exchange 
visitor) visas; 
A,E,G,H,I and 
L visas and 
immigrants

August 15, 2025 January 10, 2025

RESOURCES AND LINKS:
Program Website: jpsm.umd.edu/landing/Academics (https://
jpsm.umd.edu/landing/Academics/)
Application Process: gradschool.umd.edu/admissions/application-
process/step-step-guide-applying (https://gradschool.umd.edu/
admissions/application-process/step-step-guide-applying/)

REQUIREMENTS
• Fundamentals of Survey Methodology, Post-Baccalaureate Certificate 

(P.B.C.) (https://academiccatalog.umd.edu/graduate/programs/
survey-methodology-online-z127/intermediate-survey-methodology-
online-pbc/)

FACILITIES AND SPECIAL 
RESOURCES
The certificate will require a total of 18 credits earned by taking six 3-
credit courses.  Onsite courses will be taught during the regular academic 
semesters (September – December and January – May) and during 
the summer sessions.  Academic calendars are at the Provost website
(https://www.provost.umd.edu/calendar/).

Students admitted to the certificate program can take up to two courses 
a term. The expectation is that students would complete the program in 
two years or less.

Students enrolled in onsite courses will attend at the College Park 
campus.  Some courses are also broadcast to the Census Bureau in 
Suitland MD, where students can also attend.  The lectures for most 
courses are also recorded and posted to a JPSM website for later 
viewing.

In the online courses, students will participate using their own computers, 
providing flexibility for working professionals. The lectures will be 
recorded and accompanied by real time, weekly online office hours or 
discussion sessions.

• Recorded lecture material will be posted online at a pre-specified time 
each week.

• Students will be required to view the class within a set period (usually 
one week) and are required to submit regular homework assignments.

• Online discussions hosted by the instructor will be used for 
answering questions and reviewing material presented in lectures.
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